IBM Best Student Recognition Event 2010, Stuttgart, Germany
IBM Best Student Recognition Event 2010 was held in Stuttgart, Germany on July 7-9. The Event was organized by IBM for as many as 70 students from more than 20 European countries. All the participants were represented by both students of Business and Economics schools, and the ones majoring in Computer Science and IT.  There were 3 students (including myself) representing Russia, and I was the only one from St. Petersburg as well as the only one from a Business school.
The main theme of the Event was the IBM’s strategy, called “Smarter Planet”. All the lectures and presentations given during these three days were regarding this idea. During the first day all lectures were held in a small town of Ehningen where German IBM headquarters are located. By the way German subsidiary of IBM is the first and the biggest one outside the USA. The Event started off with the welcome speech by Martin Jetter, the General Manager of IBM Germany. After which his colleagues carried on with the presentations about the Smarter Planet idea and the company overall.
Both second and third days were spent in Boeblingen, where IBM R&D Lab is situated. The Lab is also the biggest one not only in Germany, but also outside the USA. At that location we listened to the presentation of the Chief Technology Advisor, who was speaking about his personal and IBM’s views on the development of technology in the world in near and far future, after which the Lead of IBM Virtual Collaboration program presented the software for 3D virtual project collaboration, along with the Smarter Home software. During the presentation the speaker demonstrated the abilities of the platform by remotely turning on and off lights and washing machine at his home without leaving the room.
That followed with the IBM Data Center tour, where the whole range of IBM servers was presented – starting from consumer models, which can be purchased and used by a small business, to the IBM’s famous System Z, priced at a minimum of $10 million, with a development costs of more than $1.5 billion. After that all the participants were separated in 2 groups – one for Business students, another one – for IT.  Students studying Business could enjoy the presentations of the IBM Global Business Services – a department which provides consulting and sales for IBM – as well as a presentation of an HR Hiring Expert, who told us about the company’s HR policies and the benefits of being an IBM-er.
Both first and second days finished with a dinner at a nice restaurant near Stuttgart where the participants had a chance to network and communicate with both students and IBM representatives in a less formal environment. For the second day dinner several young IBM employees were invited, who eagerly shared their experience of working at IBM.
At the last day of the Event all the participants were divided in teams of 5-6 people and given a task which required preparing a presentation of your vision of a Smarter Campus – 2020. In 1.5 we had to come up with as many ideas of new technologies to be used in the Campus 2020 as possible.
As all the presentations were over, the jury picked the winning team. And the organizers of the Event congratulated all the participants with the successful completion of the conference and presented everybody with a Certificate of a participant in IBM BSRE 2010.
Concluding, I can say that the main goal of the Event was for IBM to provide future business and IT leaders with their strategic plans and ideas. IBM is a very “smart” company, and it is educating its tomorrow’s target audience already today. This is also proven by the amount of activities IBM is engaged in. IBM today is no longer a hardware manufacturer, but a service providing company.
The level of organization of the Event was extremely high. Both contents of the presentations, and the entire infrastructure (transportation, accommodation, food) were flawless and precise. The speakers were very professional and engaging even when giving a presentation on a pure technical issue.
The Event was also very useful from the point of view of networking – students have many opportunities to communicate and get in contact not only with future colleagues from entire Europe, but also with the representatives of IBM. I think that GSOM should use this opportunity in future to send one of the master students to the Event. It could especially be useful for a MITIM student, as the IBM’s core activities are closely related to the development and management of technology and innovations.

I would like to thank IBM for the provided opportunity to participate in the Best Student Recognition Event 2010, and GSOM for keeping students updated on the events like this.

